Assignment Week 3: Individual Teaching/Learning Strategy Choice
Student: John Silverio

Date: November 25, 2008

A. Introduction:

I have chosen to use a blog as my teaching/learning strategy for the following learning objective:

Web Design Learning Module 1: Site Architecture

Learning Objective: Students will display their web design skills by creating one web page with 95% accuracy according to the provided rubric.

Some of the reasons I chose a blog were: 

1. Promotes critical and analytical thinking.
2. Encourages creative, intuitive and associational thinking (creative and associational thinking in relation to blogs being used as brainstorming tool and also as a resource for interlinking, commenting on interlinked ideas). 
3. Can promote analogical thinking
4. Contains the potential for increased access and exposure to quality information
5. Combination of solitary and social interaction

Reference: http://bloggingresearch.wordpress.com/2007/06/03/benefits-of-blogs-in-education/

6. Writing can be transformed from a one-on-one communication between teacher and student. With the use of a school-centered blog students can also receive advice and corrections from their peers. Wiki software can enable students to add their section of research to a document being created by a group or class, while also permitting live editing of the document. Both blogs and wikis promote peer editing. This gets students more involved in the writing process, thus strengthening writing, editing and communication skills.

Reference: http://teachingtechnology.suite101.com/article.cfm/teaching_with_web_20

B. Learning Process:
1. Each student will create a blog using the provided resources and links.
2. Each student will post a comment, including a link to their assigned web page (From Learning Module 1 above), on their blog. This comment will describe how their web page met the learning objective and will invite other students’ comments and opinions on meeting this learning objective.
3. The student must reply to other students’ comments via their blog.

C. Setting up the Learning Strategy: Blog
Setting up a blog is very easy to accomplish. One can go to any of the five referenced (See below: Blogs and Free Hosting links) web sites to easily create this learning strategy tool. Each site provides simple instructions and provides excellent help topics. There also is a “Configuring a blog” link listed below that provides simple to follow instructions for beginners on how to build your first blog. Another link worth noting below is “Blogging Instructions” which provides students with tips on how to participate in a blog. 


D. Tools and Links: Blogs

Blogs and Free Hosting
WordPress: http://wordpress.com/features/

Blogger: https://www.blogger.com/start

Blogsome: http://www.blogsome.com/

Clearblogs: http://clearblogs.com/

Classpress: http://www.classpress.com/index.php
Configuring a blog:

How to setup a blog: http://www.mahalo.com/How_to_Set_Up_a_Blog_for_Beginners

How to setup an efficient WordPress blog from scratch:http://www.prelovac.com/vladimir/how-to-setup-an-efficient-wordpress-blog
Beginner’s Guide to Setting up a First Blog Site: http://www.lonelymarketer.com/2007/09/05/beginners-guide-to-setting-up-a-first-blog-site/
How to Setup a Blog for Beginners: http://www.mahalo.com/How_to_Set_Up_a_Blog_for_Beginners
Daily Blog Tips: http://www.dailyblogtips.com/blog-setup-40-practical-tips/

Blog Instructions: 

How to Blog: A Beginner's Blog Publishing Guide: http://www.masternewmedia.org/independent_publishing/blogging-how-to-blog/guide-to-publishing-first-blog-20071104.htm.htm

Learning about Blogging and How to Blog: http://lorelle.wordpress.com/2005/08/29/learning-about-blogging-and-how-to-blog/

How to blog effectively: http://wigleyandassociates.com/leadership-blogging-guide/how_to_blog/

Eileen’s tips on blogging effectively: http://eileenbrown.wordpress.com/2007/04/27/eileens-tips-on-blogging-effectively/

E. Assignment Rubric:

Required Information



Possible Points


Assigned Points

1. Met the Learning Objective



20

2. Built the Blog





20

3. Added the assigned comment with link

10

4. Replied to at least 2 other students’ comments
10

Total Points





60
John,

I've made a suggestion in the first one that you can use to alter the others, also (red). ~ Datta Kaur

> Hello Datta,

>

> Here are my courses 4 learning objectives (Shown under each course learning module):

>

> Web Design Learning Module 1: Site Architecture

>

> After completing this learning modules assignments, the student will design a web site using the required site architectural forms.

Students will display their web design skills by creating one web page with 95% accuracy according to the provided rubric.

>

> Web Design Learning Module 3: Ad Copy

>

> After completing this learning modules assignments, the student will build a home page illustrating the four basic strategies of effective ad copy.

Students will build a home page illustrating the four basic strategies of effective ad copy with 95% according to the provided rubric.

>

> Web Design Learning Module 5: Usability

>

> After completing this learning modules assignments, the student will summarize the five major usability rules in web design.

Students will summarize the five major usability rules in web design with a 95% accuracy according to the provided rubric.

>

> Web Design Learning Module 8: Applications

>

> After completing this learning modules assignments, the student will compare and evaluate three web authoring applications to construct a web site.

Students will compare and evaluate three web authoring applications to construct a web site with a 95% accuracy according tho the provided rubric.

>

> I added them to the Blog in the original entry and also as an additional comment.

>

> Thank you,

>

> John

>

